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Excessive or rapid transfusion can be harmful?

This may result in circulatory overloading, which produces “...a rise in central venous pressure, an
increase in the amount of blood in the pulmonary blood vessels and a diminution in lung compliance”
(Mollison, 1997). Pulmonary oedema soon develops if early warning signs are not recognised. In
severe cases, left ventricular failure occurs (Davies, 1990). Of 355 transfusion-associated deaths in
the USA between 1976-1985, 11% were attributed to circulatory overload (Sazama,1990). The
approximate risk has also been expressed as 1 case per 10,000 units transfused (Walker, 1987).
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Not found an answer to your question? Wish to suggest an edit to this document?
Please contact the BCGP Clinical Effectiveness Librarian at pedsideclinicalguidelines@uhnm.nhs.uk
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